
 

   

PRESS 
RELEASE 
 
Remembering the Great War 
 
Date: Thursday 19th June 2014 
 
A remarkable range of events and guest speakers are coming to The Forum, Southend-on-Sea,  
(www.theforumsouthend.co.uk/events) as part of Southend’s First World War centenary 
commemorations and feature different and diverse aspects of the Great War:   
 
For more information about all the events at the Forum Southend-on-Sea and to book tickets, 
please visit: www.theforumsouthend.co.uk/events  Print copies of the programme are also 
available at all libraries and the town’s Central Museum. 

 Wednesday 20th August 7.30 – 9pm  - Robert Fleming : Zeppelins over Essex 
Robert Fleming is a curator at the National Army Museum. His illustrated talk will explore the 
nature, impact and legacy of the German strategic bombing campaign of English targets during 
the Great War, specifically referring to the Zeppelin raids on Essex and Southend. Tickets £5 

 Wednesday 3rd September 7.30 – 9pm - Lucinda Gosling : Dogs of war  
During 1917, an unusual training school was in operation at the Army barracks in Shoeburyness. 
The British War Dog School trained hundreds of dogs to act as messengers at the Front where 
they saved countless human lives in the course of duty. Lucinda’s talk uncovers heart-rending 
stories of this relatively unknown aspect of the Great War. Tickets £5 

 Saturday 20th September 2pm - 3.30pm - Paul Rusiecki   
In his talk ‘Commemorating Sacrifice: the War Memorial Movement in Essex’, Paul Rusiecki 
explores their early history and why the movement developed during the war. Tickets £5 

 Monday 29th September 2pm - 3.30pm - Dee Gordon 
Dee Gordon, author of ‘Southend at War’ explores the vital role many local women played in 
the Great War, especially at a time when they were still struggling to have a vote, let alone be 
accepted on the performance and pay levels of their male counterparts. Tickets £5 

 Thursday 16th October 10.30am - 3.30pm - First World War Ancestors Helpdesk 
Families keen to investigate their own Great War ancestors are invited to seek free expert 
advice from Essex Record Office staff and members of Essex Society for Family History.         
Free event - no need to book, just drop in and meet the experts. 
                                                                                                                More follows..... 
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 Tuesday 28th October  Great War : Hands on History ; Free Events for Families 
 
Youngsters are invited to meet the Recruiting Sergeant at The Forum Southend-on-Sea on 
Tuesday 28th October between 11am and 12 noon, and 1pm until 2pm. Living history enthusiast, 
Ian Houghton, as Recruiting Sergeant will be seeking volunteers for ‘Kitcheners Army’- and 
enlist visitors as Great War soldiers. 
 
On the same day, local author Judith Williams will be hosting a Great War quiz from 10:30am 
until 11am, and 12:30pm until 1pm. Free event- but quiz places need to be pre-booked in 
advance via The Forum website. Please arrive at least 10 minutes before the quiz starts.    
 
Meet experts from Southend Museums Service, who will be on hand to share some of Southend’s 
fascinating Great War stories with library visitors. These events form part Southend Children’s 
Book Festival. 
 

 Find out more at an exciting new exhibition at the Central Museum in Victoria 
Avenue, Southend.  

The exhibition runs from Saturday 2nd August 2014 until Saturday 21st February 2015, and 
explores the impact of the conflict on the people of Southend and also the role played by the 
town in the Great War. 

ENDS 
 
Notes to editors:  
These are just some of a huge range of First World War Commemoration events taking place 

throughout Southend. For more details please visit: www.southend.gov.uk/greatwar  or  

For details about The Forum Southend-on-Sea, please visit: www.theforumsouthend.co.uk  or 
follow @TheForumSoS on Twitter and by using #southendgreatwar  

This programme of events is supported by the National Lottery through the Heritage Lottery 
Fund (www.hlf.org.uk) 
 
 

            
     
 
For more information about this media release please call Southend-on-Sea Borough 
Council’s Media and Communications Team on 01702-215000 ext 5939 or e-mail 
media@southend.gov.uk   
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