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 route

� Places of interest

� Car parks

1 Civic Centre

2 Police Station

3 Southend Victoria Station

4 University of Essex

5 South Essex College

6 Southend Central Station

7 Bus Station
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Location

The Forum Southend-on-Sea is ideally situated just off Southend High Street, easily reached 
by public transport. Car parking is available at South Essex College and at University Square.

The address is Elmer Square, Southend-on-Sea SS1 1NE.

The Forum Southend-on-Sea is 
the result of a unique partnership 
between Southend-on-Sea 
Borough Council, the University 
of Essex and South Essex College. 

Never before in Britain have three 
organisations worked in harmony 
together on such a prestigious and 
ambitious scheme.

It brings a new state-of-the-art 
public library, teaching and learning 
facilities to the heart of Southend 
Town Centre - and is also the new 
home of Focal Point Gallery.

At the Forum Southend-on-Sea 
everyone can find space to read, 
study, research and take part in 
different activities.

The four-storey building also creates 
a teaching facility for the College 
and a new research and learning 
environment for the University – 
including a 200 seat lecture theatre.

The Forum Southend-on-Sea is set 
in a vibrant new public square where 
outdoor events are enhanced by a 
public screen.

The Council has provided £12.5m 
capital investment towards the cost 
of the project, with the University 
contributing £10.4m and the 
College £4m.

Southend-on-Sea Borough Council
The authority’s ambition for the town is to 
be the East of England’s cultural capital, to 
promote a thriving, sustainable economy, 
have first class services and flourishing 
communities - enabling it to deliver 
capital investment projects making a real 
difference to residents and businesses for 
years to come.

www.southend.gov.uk

University of Essex
The University of Essex has established 
a worldwide reputation for top quality 
teaching and research since being founded 
in 1964, nearly 50 years ago. The University 
opened its Southend Campus in 2007.  
Students benefit from modern lecture 
rooms, rehearsal studios and high-tech 
medical skills labs.

www.essex.ac.uk

South Essex College
The Southend Campus of South Essex 
College of Further & Higher Education 
offers an extensive range of academic and 
vocational courses, from BTEC National 
Diplomas to A-Levels and Apprenticeships. 
It also delivers courses and study options 
for adults, business and higher education 
courses to degree level.

www.southessex.ac.uk

Booking information

Tickets to be reserved through the website 
for The Forum Southend-on-Sea.

www.theforumsouthend.co.uk

Please click on the events tab to start your 
booking.

Payment is by debit or credit card. 

If you don’t have Internet access please call 
01702 534123 for assistance.

Check the website for latest details of all 
forthcoming events at The Forum  
Southend-on-Sea.

All details correct at the time of going to 
press. 

Accessibility

The Forum Southend-on-Sea is easily 
accessible for wheelchair users or those with 
specific access requirements.

All areas are DDA compliant with wide 
entrances. Toilet blocks, lifts and other 
public areas are also designed for wheelchair 
use.

The Lecture Theatre and teaching rooms are 
equipped with hearing loops.
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The Forum Southend-on-Sea is 
the result of a unique partnership 
between Southend-on-Sea 
Borough Council, the University 
of Essex and South Essex College.

Never before in Britain have three 
organisations worked in harmony 
together on such a prestigious and 
ambitious scheme.

It brings a state-of-the-art public 
library, teaching and learning 
facilities to the heart of Southend 
Town Centre - and is also the new 
home of Focal Point Gallery.

At the Forum Southend-on-Sea 
everyone can find space to read, 
study, research and take part in 
different activities.

The four-storey building also creates 
a teaching facility for the College 
and a new research and learning 
environment for the University – 
including a 200 seat lecture theatre.

The Forum Southend-on-Sea is set 
in a vibrant new public square where 
outdoor events are enhanced by a 
public screen.

The Council has provided £12.5m 
capital investment towards the cost 
of the project, with the University 
contributing £10.4m and the 
College £4m.

Booking information

Tickets to be reserved through the website 
for The Forum Southend-on-Sea.

www.theforumsouthend.co.uk/events

Please click on the events tab to start your 
booking.

Payment is by debit or credit card.

If you don’t have Internet access please call 
01702 534111 for assistance.

Check the website for latest details of all 
forthcoming events at The Forum 
Southend-on-Sea.

Follow us on Twitter 
@The ForumSoS   #southendgreatwar

All details correct at the time of going to 
press.

Accessibility

The Forum Southend-on-Sea is easily 
accessible for wheelchair users or those 
with specific access requirements.

All areas are DDA compliant with wide 
entrances. Toilet blocks, lifts and other 
public areas are also designed for 
wheelchair use.

The Lecture Theatre and teaching rooms  
are equipped with hearing loops.

Information in this programme can be 
provided in alternative formats on request. 
Please call 01702 534111 for details.

Southend-on-Sea Borough Council
The authority’s ambition for the town is to 
be the East of England’s cultural capital, to 
promote a thriving, sustainable economy, 
have first class services and flourishing 
communities - enabling it to deliver 
capital investment projects making a real 
difference to residents and businesses for 
years to come.

www.southend.gov.uk

University of Essex
Celebrating its 50th anniversary in 2014, the 
University of Essex has established a global 
reputation for pioneering research which 
helps change lives. It is rated second in the 
UK for student satisfaction and provides 
a research-led education which equips 
students with the curiosity and capability  
for personal and professional success.

www.essex.ac.uk

South Essex College
The Southend Campus of South Essex 
College of Further & Higher Education 
offers an extensive range of academic and 
vocational courses, from BTEC National 
Diplomas to A-Levels and Apprenticeships. 
It also delivers courses and study options 
for adults, business and higher education 
courses to degree level.

www.southessex.ac.uk



The Forum Southend-on-Sea: Remembering the Great War 
Baroness Shirley Williams of Crosby Friday 27 June 7.30–9pm
Our programme opens with a talk by the respected academic and Liberal Democrat peer. In an 
exploration of ‘Politics and Music in the 20th Century’, her astute and entertaining study will focus 
upon the composers of the 20th Century who refused to hide their political and social convictions. 
A fitting topic of inquiry for the daughter of political scientist and philosopher, Sir George Catlin and 
feminist and pacifist luminary, Vera Brittain.

Tickets: £12 • Talk, Questions and Answer session, followed by a book signing of titles purchased 
at the event

First World War ancestors helpdesk Thursday 16 October 10.30am–3.30pm

Exciting new exhibition at Southend Central Museum:  
Saturday 2 August 2014 – Saturday 21 February 2015. 

Hands On History Event for families Tuesday 28 October 2014  

A chance to seek free advice from expert staff from the Essex 
Record Office. Discover how to trace the stories of your Great War 
ancestors, or the names on your local war memorial. This event is 
being run in association with members from the Essex Society for 
Family History (South-East Essex  
branch, Southend-on-Sea).
Tickets:  
Free entry, just drop in 

Discover the impact of the conflict on the people of Southend 
and learn about the important role played by the town during the 
Great War.

On display will be unique resources covering themes such as; 
women in the workforce; home defence; spy fever; Zeppelin raids 
and Great War hospitals. Many aspects of the exhibition will 
be illustrated by film and audio clips of first-hand accounts and 
through interactive ‘turning pages’ displays.

For more details, please visit www.southend.gov.uk/greatwar 
or call 01702 434449 during Museum opening hours.
Tickets: Free entry, just drop in

Great War Quiz 10.30–11am and 12.30–1pm 
Meet the Recruiting Sergeant between 11–12noon and 1–2pm

As part of Southend Children’s Book Festival, why 
not take part in our Great War History quiz with local 
author Judith Williams; meet Living History enthusiast 
Ian Houghton, Recruitment Sergeant for the day – 
but be warned, he’s looking for volunteers to join 
Kitchener’s Army! ; explore Southend’s Great War 
stories with experts from the town’s Museum Service.
Tickets: Free event. Please arrive 10 minutes before the start of events.

Robert Fleming Wednesday 20 August 7.30–9pm

Lucinda Gosling Wednesday 3 September 7.30–9pm

Paul Rusiecki Saturday 20 September 2–3.30pm

Dee Gordon Monday 29 September 2–3.30pm

As a Curator at The National Army Museum, 
Robert’s illustrated talk will explore the nature, 
impact and legacy of the German strategic 
bombing campaign of English targets during 
the Great War, with specific reference to the 
Zeppelin raids on Essex and Southend-on-Sea.
Tickets £5

During 1917, an unusual training school was in 
operation at the Army barracks in Shoeburyness. 
Run by Major Edwin Richardson, a retired officer 
and canine enthusiast, the British War Dog School 
trained hundreds of dogs to act as messengers 
at the Front where they saved countless human 
lives in the course of duty. Lucinda’s talk uncovers 
some heart-rending stories of this relatively 
unknown aspect of the Great War.
Tickets £5

In his talk ‘Commemorating Sacrifice: the War 
Memorial Movement in Essex’, Paul Rusiecki 
explores their early history and why the movement 
developed during the war. He will also look at 
how sacrifice was commemorated by examining 
the range and types of war memorials, and the 
controversies which arose as communities set 
about fundraising and having designs made.
Tickets £5

Dee Gordon, author of ‘Southend at War’ 
explores the vital role many local women played 
in the Great War, especially at a time when they 
were still struggling to have a vote, let alone be 
accepted on the performance and pay levels of 
their male counterparts.
Tickets £5
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